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FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information about the charter district or to inquire about leasing a building to the school,
contact Andrea Benedict at ABenedict@responsiveed.com.

Or contact Vista Academy of Victoria Director Keith Garcia at 361-652-9550.

ABOUT RESPONSIVE EDUCATION SOLUTIONS

Responsive Education Solutions is based in Lewisville and operates 45 campuses in Texas, many in
metropolitan areas.

The district operates Vista Academies, Premier High Schools, a Quest Middle School, a virtual academy
and iSchool High, a science, technology, engineering ...
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Responsive Education Solutions is based in Lewisville and operates 45 campuses in Texas, many in
metropolitan areas.

The district operates Vista Academies, Premier High Schools, a Quest Middle School, a virtual academy
and iSchool High, a science, technology, engineering and math academy.

The Texas Education Agency has rated the district academically acceptable since 2005, according to
the TEA's accountability rating history.

As a public charter school district, students do not pay tuition to attend. The school is accredited by the
TEA and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Its schools take the state-mandated
assessment exams.

Source: Texas Education Agency, www.ResponsiveEd.com

The largest charter school district in Texas is one step closer to opening a Victoria campus, which is on its way
to welcoming students in August 2012.

Alan Wimberley, chief systems officer for the charter district, Responsive Education Solutions, announced
Monday the company hired a director to head the school, to be named Vista Academy of Victoria.

Victoria native and former Victoria school district educator Keith Garcia in January will take charge of
developing the new school.

"l believe every choice is based on student needs,” Garcia, 35, said. "When | went to visit their headquarters
... just to see the way it's working, all the teachers, administration, students - everyone collaborates. It was an
ideal situation for every student to be a part of."

Wimberley had visited Victoria in August when the Texas Education Agency announced the closing of
Outreach Word Academy, previously Victoria's only charter school, for financial concerns.

With interest in a new charter school circulating, Wimberley set out to open Vista Academy of Victoria by
January 2012, but had difficulty finding a school building that was centrally-located and offered the
classroom, office and lobby space the district wanted.

Garcia's first task will be to find a location for the kindergarten through fifth-grade school.

Many of the district's 45 campuses operate in retail spaces or churches, though the curriculum is not religious-
based.

Wimberley said he anticipates Garcia, who received his master's degree in education from the University of
Houston-Victoria, will have more luck scouting out locations in his hometown.

"We're very interested in using community people for community schools,” Wimberley said.

After securing a space, the school will hold parent meetings and activities to jump-start an open enrollment
that Wimberley said will probably cap at 150 students for the first year.

If more than 150 students enroll, the school will hold a lottery for those who signed up after the open
enrollment, Wimberley said.

Garcia said he trained under good leadership at VISD, and both he and Wimberley said they don't see the
charter school as a competitor to the local district.
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"We feel like there are plenty of children in every community whose parents are seeking an option,"
Wimberley said. "So it's not seen as competing with or collaborating, either one. It's providing a choice for
parents."

In August, Wimberley said Vista Academy would not offer pre-kindergarten classes or buses. The school
could offer extended school days or after-school care, he said.

The curriculum in Vista Academies is based on core knowledge like math, reading and science. The district
depends on classical education, which involves elements in Latin, a disciplined approach to study, Socratic
teaching methods and rhetoric, Wimberley said.
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