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Lift the charter cap

The Texas Senate Education Committee spent a good bit of time yesterday afternoon hearing testimony about
GOP Sen. Dan Patrick's bill to lift the limit on the number of charter schools that operate in Texas. Naturally,
charter operators spoke in favor of SB 127, while some other groups opposed. The opponents' arguments
went from this is a bad time to lift the cap to there aren't enough good charter operators.

The point that kept coming back to me, though, was that the bill wouldn't throw the doors open for any charter
operator to come in. The bill would only lift the cap by 10 schools a year. That's hardly a lot.

What's more, the state has handed out almost all the charter licenses it can under the current cap. There is no
room left for successful charter operators from other states to come in. We're hurting out own cause by
keeping out good charter operators like Green Dot.

I don't think charters are a magical bullet. For that matter, I don't think there are any magical bullets in education.
But I do think well-run charters can get kids, especially poor kids, ready for college and/or a good-paying job.

Lift the cap.

Leave Comment
Having problems seeing comments?

Guidelines: We welcome your thoughts, but for the sake of all readers, please refrain from the use of
obscenities, personal attacks or racial slurs. All comments are subject to our terms of service and may be
removed. Repeat offenders may lose commenting privileges.

You must be logged in to contribute. Log in | Register Now!

« Shapiro's middle school reforms |  Main

ARCHIVES

ABOUT THIS BLOG

News, analysis and opinion on reforms being offered
to improve schools, whether the ideas originate in
Washington, Austin or Dallas. The online discussion
will take education policy debates seriously, while it
connects them to students from grade school through
college.

CATEGORIES

Accountablility

Arne Duncan

Barack Obama

Bill Mckenzie

Bush Institute

Colleges

News Sports Business Investigations Entertainment Lifestyles Health Travel Opinion  

Texas Legislature Weather Traffic Obituaries Photos Video Newsletters Mobile/Alerts Contact Us

Lift the charter cap | The Education Front Blog | dallasnews.com http://educationfrontblog.dallasnews.com/archives/2011/03/lift-the-charte...

1 of 2 3/23/2011 4:35 PM



 FIND US
on Facebook

 FOLLOW US
on Twitter

 MOBILE

Get dallasnews.com on your mobile device

Sign up for alerts or coupons sent to your phone

 NEWSLETTERS

Subscribe to a variety of newsletters

DISD

Data revolution

Financial productivity

Holly Hacker

Keven Ann Willey

Latinos and education

Mexico's schools

Middle school

No Child Left Behind

Race to the Top

Reform

Research universities

School finance

Sharon Grigsby

State Board of Education

Teachers

Texas Education Agency

Texas Legislature

Texas governor

Texas governor's race

Tier One

William McKenzie

achievement gap

charter schools

dropouts

math and science

parental engagement

principals

teachers

test scores

urban districts

Home | Contact Us | Help Center | Advertising | Site Map | Find Dallas Jobs | News Feeds | Subscriber Services | Get the Newspaper | Special Offers

©2011, The Dallas Morning News, Inc. All Rights Reserved | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy

Lift the charter cap | The Education Front Blog | dallasnews.com http://educationfrontblog.dallasnews.com/archives/2011/03/lift-the-charte...

2 of 2 3/23/2011 4:35 PM


